
“Speaking in Tongues” 

  
When the apostle Paul wrote to the church in Corinthians about certain regulations he wanted 
to bring to their attention. He wanted to make sure that they understood he was not negative 
about speaking in tongues and so stated (1 Corinthians 14:5) his desire that all would speak in 
tongues. In effect he was saying “I am not negative about tongues” but there are some 
regulations. 
  
Paul told believers that those who speak in tongues are speaking to God and not to man. 
(1 Corinthians 14:2) “He that speaks in an unknown tongue edifies himself” (v.4) verse 5 says, “I 
would that ye all spoke with tongues”. 
  
Paul allowed for praying and singing in tongues. 
(1 Cor 14:14-16; For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my understanding is unfruitful. 15 
What is the conclusion then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will also pray with the 
understanding. I will sing with the spirit, and I will also sing with the understanding.) NKJV 

  
Paul followed that statement with a declaration “I thank my God, I speak with tongues more 
than ye all” (14:18). He was not speaking to being multilingual, which he was, rather he was 
testifying of his personal experience. 
  
Paul noted that tongues not only edified the believer but are for a sign to the unbeliever as 
well. 
(1 Cor 14:22-23: Therefore tongues are for a sign, not to those who believe but to unbelievers; 
but prophesying is not for unbelievers but for those who believe.) 

  
Paul wanted to reassure he was not taking a negative stand on speaking with tongues with 
closing his discourse on appropriate Pentecostal worship a strong statement endorsing 
speaking with tongues. 
1 Cor 14:39-40: Therefore, brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy, and do not forbid to speak 
with tongues. 40 Let all things be done decently and in order. NKJV 
 


